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Driggs Lecture to Look at Law in the Lives of Medieval Women
Summary: Ruth Mazo Karras will deliver the lecture on Monday, September 15.
(September 15, 2014)-Ruth Mazo Karras, professor of history at the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, will deliver
the 2014 O. Truman Driggs Distinguished Lecture in History. The lecture will take place on Monday, September 15, at
7:30 p.m. in the Humanities Fine Arts Recital Hall. Karras’s talk is titled “Law in the Lives of Medieval Women.”
This lecture will consider three areas in which law impinged on the lives of medieval women, particularly in England:
property ownership, marital choice, and commercial activity. Women were more active in all three areas than many
people imagine. And while there were significant legal constraints, they knew these constraints and how to turn them to
their own purposes.
Karras’s historical interests focus on the history of women, gender, and sexuality in medieval western Europe she has
worked on various regions of northwestern Europe across the entire medieval period. At the undergraduate level Karras
teaches the first half of Western Civilization, the first half of the British History survey, Medieval Stories and their
Modern Echoes, and a course on women in medieval Europe. She teaches Gender in Medieval Culture, Medieval
England, and History of Sexuality at the graduate level.
Supported by the philanthropic gifts of alumni, faculty, staff, and friends, the O. Truman Driggs Distinguished Lecture
in History honors the memory of O. Truman Driggs, professor of history at Morris from 1963 until 1989. Annually, the
lecture brings distinguished visitors to campus to speak on topics relating to history, the liberal arts, or public affairs.
Through personal and academic discovery, the University of Minnesota, Morris provides opportunities for students to grow
intellectually, engage in community, experience environmental stewardship and celebrate diversity. A renewable and sustainable
educational experience, Morris prepares graduates for careers, for advanced degrees, for lifelong learning, for work world flexibility
in the future, and for global citizenship. Learn more about Morris at morris.umn.edu or call 888-866-3382.
